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THE APPEARANCE OF IMĀM MAHDĪ 

May Allāh be pleased with him 
 

8 

 

IN THE NAME OF ALLĀH, THE BENEFICIENT, THE MERCIFUL 

 

Living in an age in which grasping onto one’s faith is akin to grasping onto hot coal, it comes as no 

surprise that many enquire as to the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī �. The description of the world at 

the time of his appearance has been precisely illustrated as being an age assorted with disputes, 

tribulations, natural disasters, oppression and dissension. The Messenger of Allāh � dictated clear 

guidelines for his nation to adhere to at the end of times, and clarified for the believer those matters 

which would otherwise perplex an individual.  

The Messenger of Allāh � said: 

“I have left you upon a clear and radiant path. Its night is like its day [in guidance and clarity]. 

No one deviates from it save he who has perished.”1   

Abū Dhar al-Ghifāri � relates: 

“The Messenger of Allāh � left us, and there was not a bird flapping its wings in the sky except 

he related knowledge regarding it.”2 

The Messenger of Allāh � granted his nation knowledge regarding everything; from the affairs of this 

life to the affairs of the metaphysical realms of the unseen; even to the Divine Throne of the All-Mighty. 

It has become a common practice for many to enquire as to the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī �. 

Therefore it has become ever more pertinent for us to study what the Prophetic Guidance [Sunnah] has 

laid down for us in this regard. 

                                                           
1
 Recorded by Ibn Mājah in his Sunan. 

2
 Recorded by al-Ṭabarānī.  
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 Imām Muḥammad b. ‘Abd al-Rasūl al-Barzanjī al-Ḥusayni 

Al-Barzanjī, may Allāh sanctify his noble secret, outlines the signs preceding the appearance of Imām al-

Mahdī �3. A study of but a few of these signs grants the believer a clear criterion amidst confusion. 

The following selection grants us an insight into the signs which are to precede the appearance of Imām 

al-Mahdī �: 

 

The drying of the Euphrates and the appearance of a Mountain of Gold: 

Abū Hurayra � reports that the Messenger of Allāh � said: 

“The Hour will not be established until the Euphrates uncovers a Mountain of Gold. People will 

kill one another over it. From every one hundred, ninety nine people will be killed. Each man 

[from amongst them] will say: “Perhaps I will be the one saved.””4 

In another narration the people are quoted as saying: “If we leave the people to take it [the Gold], they 

will do away with all of it.” This illustrates that even those individual who will posses knowledge of this 

Ḥadīth will fail to practice their knowledge. May Allāh save us from tribulations. 

 

Oil Fields, Black Gold and Warfare: 

Some researchers have suggested that the ‘Gold’ referred to in the narration is a metaphor for the oil 

reserves in the Middle East. They have based their observation on the terming of Oil as ‘Black Gold’ and 

the many wars that have taken place over oil fields in modern history. The following are some points for 

one to reflect on upon reading this narration: 

A. The oil fields do not exist within the depths of the Euphrates, and neither has the Euphrates 

uncovered oil fields. Every war that has transpired has not occurred over oil fields in the 

Euphrates River. 

 

B. In terms of linguistics, adopting a metaphorical meaning within the Arabic Language is 

impermissible when there is no apparent allusion towards that meaning5. The term ‘Black Gold’ 

                                                           
3
 In his work al-Ishā’a li Ashrāṭ al-Sā’a; a single volume compendium inclusive of the Major and Minor signs of the Last Day. 

Imām al-Barzanjī collates the relevant reports and traditions pertaining to the science of Eschatology and in particular ‘The Final 

Hour’, and presents them in a manner in which they are easily accessible to the astute reader. Barzanjī was inspired to pen this 

work after having read of Imām Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī’s intention to gather a work on the Final Hour. Yet, evidently, as Suyūṭī 

failed to complete this endeavour, Barzanjī took it upon himself to gather a work on the subject. This work has since been 

abridged and commented upon by the likes of al-Qalyūbī and later by Imām al-Nabhānī.     
4
 Recorded by Imām Muslim in his Ṣaḥīḥ. 
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was coined many years after the Prophecy. 

 

C. The Prophecy specifies the Euphrates, yet, in neighbouring Arab nations there is more oil than 

there is in the vicinity of the Euphrates. 

 

D. There is a clear prohibition in the narration for the believer to partake of this gold. If oil was 

intended by this narration, it would be prohibited for people to take from it. 

 

E. When this gold shall be uncovered, ninety nine of every hundred, who attempt to claim a 

portion of this gold, will die. No such turmoil has taken place to date over any portion of the 

Euphrates River. Evidently, the sanctions on ‘Irāq and other Arab nations have been 

prophesised elsewhere, as well as the pillaging, plunder and colonisation of those lands. But the 

prophecy regarding the Euphrates is an event yet to transpire. 

 

F. There are other prophetic traditions which categorically mention the discovery of oil and other 

precious minerals with no allusion towards the Gold of the Euphrates and the ensuing 

bloodshed. In past times people discovered oil reserves but never has there been an event as the 

one described in the Ḥadīth of the Euphrates River. ‘Abdullāh b. ‘Amr, may Allāh be pleased 

with them both, reports: 

“Many precious minerals will be discovered. A precious mineral will be found near the 

Ḥijāz [Western Arabian Peninsula]. The most vile of people will come to it. It will be 

called Far’ūn6. While extracting [the mineral] they will uncover gold. They will then be 

intrigued as to the extent of the gold. In this state they will sink into the ground along 

with the gold.”7 

It has also been reported: 

“Minerals will be discovered and the most evil of creatures will go to them.”8 

Undoubtedly oil companies, large corporations and governments who have monopolised the 

resources of the Arab nations are from the most vile and corrupt creatures on earth.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
5
 As per the maxims presented by the scholars of Usūl [Jurisprudical Principles]. 

6
 Another narration mentioned Far’ān. 

7
 Recorded by Imām al-Ḥākim in his Mustadrak. 

8
 Recorded by Imām Aḥmad in his Musnad and a similar narration recorded by Abū Ya’la, Ṭabarānī and others. 



4 

 

G. The uncovering of a Mountain of Gold does not necessitate that the entire river will dry. Rather, 

water levels in a specific region will recede uncovering a Mountain of Gold. Our Master Abū 

Hurayrah � reports, the Messenger of Allāh � said: 

“The fourth tribulation will last eighteen years, then it will depart whenever it goes 

away. By then the Euphrates will have uncovered a Mountain of Gold. A whole nation 

will be inclined towards it and from every nine, seven will be killed.”9  

Ka’b � reports: 

“There will be a huge gathering [of people] at the Euphrates in the Syrian [Shām] 

Region, or just after it. The people will kill over wealth. From every nine, seven people 

will be killed. This will happen after terrible destruction.”10 

 

A careful study of the prophetic traditions on the End of Time [Eschatology] can pinpoint these events 

to a precise location within a timeline.  

 

Civil War, Earthquakes and Tribulation: 

The description of the world at the time of the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī � has been given as 

being filled with oppression and tyranny. He is described as: “Filling the earth with justice and fairness 

as it had been filled with oppression and tyranny.11” The Messenger of Allāh � said: “I give you the glad 

tidings of the Mahdī, who will be sent in my nation at the time of differences amongst people and 

earthquakes.” 

‘Abdullāh b. Hawāla Azdī � reports: 

“The Messenger of Allāh � placed his hand on my head and said: “Oh son of Hawāla! When 

you see the caliphate has reached the sanctified land [Jerusalem] then has drawn near 

earthquakes, difficulties and great matters. The hour at that time is closer to people than my 

hand to your head.””12 

 

                                                           
9
 Recorded by Nuaym Ibn Ḥammad in his work Kitāb al-Fitan. 

10
 Ibid. 

11
 Recorded by Imām Aḥmad in his Musnad. 

12
 Recorded by Imām Aḥmad in his Musnad, Abū Dāwūd in his Sunan, Bukhārī in his Ta’rīkh and Ḥākim in his Mustadrak. 
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The despotic rulers who will precede the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī � will have people killed for 

saying “Allah! Allah!” Muḥammad b. Ḥanafiyya � reports from his father and our master ‘Alī � when 

he was asked regarding the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī �: He shall appear at a time when a man 

says “Allāh! Allāh!” he will be killed!”13    

 

Civil War: 

After the death of a king, three of his sons will fight over treasure. Thawbān � reports that the 

Messenger of Allāh � said: 

“Three people will kill over your treasure, each one of them will be a son of a khalīfa. None of 

them will attain it.”14 

Some have glossed over the term ‘Khalīfa’ to mean king, whereas others have taken this to mean a 

restoration of the Islamic Caliphate prior to the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī �. The treasure referred 

to has also proven to be a point of difference. Some have suggested that it is the gold buried under the 

Ka’ba. Imām al-Barzanjī and others have concluded that it is a reference to the gold of the Euphrates 

River. Whatever it may be, a terrible war will take place after the uncovering of the Euphrates Gold. 

 

The Swallowing of an Army: 

The most definitive sign of the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī � is the swallowing of an entire army 

sent on behalf of the ruler of Syria at that time. The narration of Um Salma, may Allāh be pleased with 

her, states: “An army will be sent forth from Syria for him. It will be swallowed by the earth at Baydā, 

between Makka and Madīna. When the people will see this, the Abdāl of Syria will come to him...”15 

These few points are but a summary of a few points of the signs of the appearance of Imām al-Mahdī 

�. The time period between each sign in unspecified. Until these definitive signs are not fulfilled the 

appearance and rule of Imām al-Mahdī � will not take place. 

 

| Abū al-Ḥasanāt Muḥammad Asrār Rashīd 

  Dhul Hijjah, 1433AH 

   

                                                           
13

 Narrated by Imām al-Ḥākim in his Mustadrak and verified by Imām al-Dhahabī. 
14

 From a narration recorded by Ibn Mājah in his Sunan. 
15

 From a narration recorded by Abū Dāwūd in his Sunan. 


